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Saint Mary's Field Lights Will Stay On
Until 10 p.m.
By Sophie Braccini

At its March 13 meeting, the
Moraga Town Council author-

ized Saint Mary's College to light the
intramural field adjacent to the resi-
dential neighborhood, The Bluffs, for
an additional hour at night until 10
p.m., 305 nights a year.

      
While the glare from the lights

that illuminate the field at night both-
ers nearby neighbors, the sound, ac-
cording to some Bluff’s residents, is
a bigger nuisance. 

      
Saint Mary's College is located in

what Gary Howard called a natural
amphitheater, noting that if you add a
westerly wind, the sound of the teams
practicing on the intramural field car-
ries up to the houses. “The constant
screaming and yelling has changed
our way of life,” he said.  

      
Bluffs resident Mark Genestro

measured the decibel level in his
house during intramural play. “Its 60
to 70 decibels, the noise of a vacuum
cleaner 10 feet away,” he said, adding
that it’s commercial area noise.  The
neighbors noted that the bell ringing
stops at 9 p.m. on campus.  And signs
posted throughout the campus require
students to be quiet after 9 p.m.  Even
the plea of a father citing that his little
girls were unable to go to sleep at
night did not tip the scale. 

      
The council made its determina-

tion based on the college’s commit-
ment to improving the lighting system
and significantly reducing the lights’
glare.  They were also swayed by
Saint Mary’s President Jim Don-
ahue’s personal commitment to dis-
cuss the issue with the neighbors and
set up a response mechanism to ad-
dress neighbors’ complaints. 

      
Councilmember Teresa Onoda

was the only one who zeroed in on the
noise issue.  “Do you have any tech-
nical way to diminish the noise?” she
pressed.  Donahue did not have an an-
swer, but did say that noise is part of
what the activity entails.  He promised
that students will be reminded of their
duty as good neighbors and will be
asked to refrain from using profanity.

      
In the past, college representa-

tives have stated that the extra hour is
important for scheduling of recre-
ational sports and practices for many
students who work in retail or babysit
for residents, and still need to have a
place to practice in the evening.

      
“This issue has some history and

it has created concerns about matters
of trust between the college and the
town of Moraga,” acknowledged
Donahue in his address to the council.
“When I took over the presidency (a
year and a half ago), one of my goals
was fostering a positive relationship

between the college and the town.
Part of that is that we have a trust be-
tween us and our neighbors. ... I will
be personally responsible for ensuring
that the college follows through on
what we say we will do.”  

      
The question of trust is a hot but-

ton issue for the neighbors.  Several
recalled the many years they had lived
next to the college, enjoying every
moment of it, including the games.
“But in the last three years there has
been no work with the neighbor-
hood,” said Peter Snap.

      
A town consultant examined the

college’s simulation of its new light-
ing system and felt confident that it
would dramatically minimize the im-
pact for many residents.  

      
Four residents did speak in favor

of the college extending play hours,
saying that life goes on.  Moraga res-
ident Barbara Simpson said com-
plaining about the noise on the field
is like people who bought a house
near an airport complaining about air-
plane noise. 

      
The college will install the new

lights over the summer.  The extended
hours will start once the college
makes the improvements.  The coun-
cil will review the issue one year after
the 10 p.m. time begins.
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Long-time resident of Orinda 

Do you have a person in mind
for the Town of Moraga to honor
as 2015 Citizen of the Year? 
A celebration dinner will be held on Saturday, May 16 at the
Soda Center of Saint Mary's College to honor the winner!
The deadline for submitting nominations is Friday, April 17. 
Please send your nomination to Lamorinda Weekly

Email: nominations@lamorindaweekly.com 

Mail: Lamorinda Weekly
Attn: Citizen of Year nomination
P.O. Box 6133
Moraga, CA 94556

Sponsors for Moraga's Citizen of the Year event are 
Lamorinda Sun, Saint Mary's College, Lamorinda Weekly,

Moraga Chamber of Commerce and Kiwanis of Moraga Valley.

Real Estate…Simplified!

find all Agents at www.bhghome.com/Orinda

89 Davis Road Suite 100, Orinda
925.254.0440

www.bhghome.com/Orinda

Our Orinda office is uniquely positioned as a gateway for sellers and buyers around the Bay Area; 
a central hub for our 30 Better Homes and Gardens offices.

Meet our Featured Agents ...

This enchanted Mediterranean has 3 bdr., 1.5
ba. and 1903sf of freshly painted space as well

as hardwood floors. Upgraded kitchen with
new counter tops and a new cook-top.  Located

3 blocks from Piedmont Ave., it is close to
transportations, shops, and the Rose Garden.

Call Maureen Calwell-Meurer at 510.915.0092
for pricing and more information.

This 3BR/2.5BA home has gleaming
hardwood floors and a beautifully

updated kitchen. Spacious backyard
with solar-heated swimming pool.
Walking distance to K-12 schools.

Offered at $900,000 by Jim Colhoun
925.200.2795.

Remodeled creekside townhome. Two large
bedrooms (one master suite) with 2.5 bath

adjacent to 1st Fairway. Formal dining &
living rooms, separate family room. Kitchen

with eat-in area. Beautifully landscaped
premium lot located near end of a cul-de-sac

and close to Clubhouse.  Offered at
$775,000 by Ruth Eddy, 925.788.5449.

Historic Circle T Ranch in beautiful
Briones. 7.45 acre horse property with
1929 sq. ft., 2 bedroom, 2 bath home.

Spacious floor plan in private setting with
gorgeous views. Two large box stalls, large

tree shaded paddock and large shaded
pasture.  Offered at $1,075,000 by Ruth

Eddy, 925.788.5449.

3 bedroom 2 bathroom with 1227sf on a large
lot with a private backyard and Mt. Diablo

views. Walk to elementary school and nearby
Park. Close to shops, access to freeway, trails.

Updated kitchen and baths, brand new
laminate floors.  Offered at $475,000 by Tina

Van Arsdale 925-640-2355

102 Meadow View Rd, Orinda Mid-April  3773 Harrison St., Oakland 1075 Bear Creek Road, Martinez 2019 Sequoia Dr., Martinez 

705 Moraga Way, Orinda 611 Augusta Drive, Moraga
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Built in 1990 on a level .40 acre lot,
this East Coast traditional style home

has been recently refreshed & re-
energized. Open Sat. & Sun. March 28

and 29 from 10am-4pm. 
Offered at $1,995,000 by Jim Colhoun

925.200.2795
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Not only do we help people buy and sell homes, but we also perform
community service projects.  During our annual Giving Day, all Better

Homes and Gardens/Mason-McDuffie offices give back to our
communities. This year we painted the fencing and bocce courts at the

Moraga Commons on March 7th!   

Janine Hunt 
510.409.6266

janine.hunt@bhghome.com
CalBRE#01909766 

Maureen Caldwell-Meurer
510.915.0092

maureen.caldwell-meurer@bhghome.com
CalBRE#01908929

Adam Hamalian/Dana Fillinger 
925.708.5630/925.588.6409

adam.hamalian@bhghome.com
dana.fillinger@bhghome.com

CalBRE#01917597/ 01731662

Tania DeGroot
510.367.1422

tania.degroot@bhghome.com
CalBRE # 01094898

Jim Colhoun
925.200.2795

jim.colhoun@bhghome.com
CalBRE#01029160




